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SJSU TAKES OVER

Hammer Theatre Center reopens
By Casey Geier
Staff writer

The Hammer Theatre Center in
Downtown San Jose opened its
doors Wednesday night after a
17-month hiatus.
The theatre premiered “The Yellow
Wallpaper” for the Cinequest Film
Festival. The production was by SJSU’s
own Spartan Films.
In May 2015, the Hammer Theatre
Advisory Committee entered an
agreement with San Jose State

University to manage the theatre for
three years, unanimously approved
by the San Jose City Council in
December 2015.
The 54,000 square foot theatre was
built by the San Jose in 1997 as part
of a redevelopment agency bond as
well as with $3 million raised through
community efforts.
The theatre was originally built
for the San Jose Repertory Theatre

Company until 2014, when they went
out of business.
It was named after Phil and Susan
Hammer, both board representatives
of the Repertory Theatre Company
and the latter being mayor of San Jose
at the time.
Lisa Vollendorf, Dean of Humanities
and the Arts at SJSU, led a media tour
inside the theatre, showcasing the
insides and outs of the building off
limits to the general public.

The Hammer
Theatre
Center 2.0
(left) located
in between
3rd and 2nd
Street on
Paseo de
San Antonio
reopened
under SJSU
management
Wednesday.
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ʻNO MAS BEBESʼ

Vasuki Rao | Spartan Daily
CAMPUS IMAGE

Film brings
up activism
and equality
By Tyler Kittle
Staff writer
The documentary, “No
Mas Bebes,” was screened
Wednesday night at 6 p.m.
and was followed by an
audience discussion with
the movie’s co-producer
and researcher, Virginia
Espino, in the Student
Union Theater.
The movie began with
a few women being taken
around a hospital that
had been involuntarily
sterilized after giving birth.
“I was shocked because
I grew up in the shadow
of this hospital, but I
never learned its history,”
said Espino.
California
sterilized
more people than any
other state in the ‘60s
and ‘70s in hospitals,
according to the film.
Many of the victims

were generally poor and a
minority. They were asked
to sign for the sterilization
under
questionable
circumstances.
Most women didn’t
know that they had been
sterilized until years
after the fact.
The
process
of
sterilization was done
while giving women a
cesarean section. It was
largely done by tricking
women to sign the form
in English, a foreign
language for them, while
they were giving birth, as
the movie explains.
Some of the women who
were sterilized were only
in their twenties when it
happened.
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Dakotah Zabroski | Spartan Daily
Fraternity brothers of Alpha Tau Omega, Mick York(left) and Wil Gil(right) participate in their
philanthropy event “Get Yolked” at the Associated Students lawn to help fund programs that arenʼt
completely covered for the Lucile Packard Childrenʼs Hospital Wednesday.

FACILITIES & DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

CIES to move into student bookstore
By Kato Guzman
Staff writer
As the Student Union
renovation nears completion,
the Spartan Bookstore will
soon be moving back to
the old location. Taking its
place will be the College of
International and Extended
Studies (CIES).
The CIES, a department
at SJSU that handles
international
students,
is
currently
divided
across campus. Once the
renovation is complete, it will
all be housed in the current
Spartan Bookstore location.
Cathy Busalacchi, Executive
Director for the Student
Union, said she hopes for a
soft opening within a few
weeks. However, the grand
opening will not be until

fall when everything is
completed.
The bowling alley and
other various projects will
not be finished in time for
the initial opening.
Most
of
the
big
construction projects and
renovations are fi nished
and construction crews
are working on replacing
door locks before the
building opens.
There will also be room
for the veteran programs
which will now have one
central location.
Transportation Solutions
will remain in the new
wing of the Student Union
and other services such as
fi nancial aid, admissions,

the Bursar’s office and
enrollment services will
remain off campus at the
Student Services Center
beneath
the
parking
garage at Ninth and East
San Fernando.
The Student Union is
operated by Student Union
Inc., and the Student
Services Center is operated
by the university; both are
on separate budgets and
cannot be combined for
convenience.
“The budget for this
renovation was already
decided, and we would
have had to build double
or triple the space but
(combining
Student
Union
and
Student
Services) was never part
of the original project,”

Busalacchi said.
A $15 million dollar gift
commitment was awarded
to SJSU from Lupe Diaz
Compean to “support
student success initiatives
and scholarships,” Interim
President Sue Martin said
in an email sent out Feb. 29.
A portion of the money
will also be used for Student
Union funding which will
allow the facility to keep
up with maintenance and
operating costs.
Christina Olivas said in
a press release from SJSU
Newsroom, “South Bay
Philanthropist,” Compean
“is not a graduate of SJSU, but
believes very strongly in the
mission of the institution.”
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room built with the same specs as the main stage.
Acoustical grids on the walls of the rehearsal room help
dampen sound, assuring no noise escapes the room.
The Hammer Theatre’s model includes art, education,
cultural programming and partnerships with local
arts and cultural institutions. Nonprofit groups are
requesting the facility for fundraising events, adding to
the community involvement aspect the Hammer Theatre
Center is striving for.
Lisa Laymon, Project Coordinator for the Hammer, said
her goal is to form a connection between the university
and downtown by attracting students to the theatre.
Laymon was also excited for the diverse forms of
entertainment the Hammer Theatre is offering.
“It’s not just theatre, it’s music and dance and all kinds of
things,” Laymon said.
“The Yellow Wallpaper,” screening as the first movie at
the theatre since it reopened, was directed by Kaurosh
Ahari, a San Jose State student who walked the red carpet

from page 1

“First and foremost, our vision is one that invites
everybody to come into the Hammer and dream with us as
we build our way to the next generation,” Vollendorf said.
San Jose State students have already been contributing to
the theatre’s growth.
“We have graphic design students already working
on indoor and outdoor programming possibilities”,
Vollendorf said.
Her hope is that students will “envision what the facility
will look like over time.”
Vollendorf gave a tour around the auditorium seating
and the main stage. Underneath the stage is “the pit,” a
hydraulic system capable of lifting an orchestral above the
stage in under 3 minutes. A grand opening, if you will.
The control booth overlooking the stage is filled with
new fi lming and sound equipment, along with a rehearsal

MOVIE

Follow Casey on Twitter
@Casey_geier
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The movie explained that people thought
overpopulation would be a problem at the time,
with sterilization being the answer; it would
control the population and help save the world.
A doctor who worked in a hospital in Los Angeles
County was a whistleblower, attempting to get
anybody to listen to him and understand the
problem. He was largely ignored until a law firm
finally helped him and created a court case.
There was trouble with getting victims for the
lawsuit to stop the process: many of them did not
want to speak about their sterilization due to social
implications. In the end, only ten women signed on
as plaintiffs to tell their stories publicly.
Head doctors were eventually removed from the
case, as their higher status meant that they weren’t
directly responsible for the problem.
The court case was lost despite having such a strong
standing. The judge ruled that it was a problem due
to cultural differences between the doctors and
patients.
Consent forms were offered in both English and
Spanish afterwards, but the victims received no
closure from the court case.

UNION

at the prestigious Cannes Film Festival last year for his
short fi lm “Malaise.”
Spartan Film Studios, a group consisting of solely SJSU
students, was responsible for the production of “The
Yellow Wallpaper.”
Babak Sarrafan, professor at SJSU and Director of
Film & TV Production had Ahari as a student in video
production, digital cinematography, and screenwriting.
Directing a fi lm for Spartan Film Studios requires
certain fi lm classes to be taken.
Sarrafan said the premiere of “The Yellow Wallpaper”
will inspire students to strive in video production, not just
storytelling.
The next Cinequest production at the Hammer Theatre
is on March 4 at 6:45 p.m.

Tyler Kittle Spartan Daily
The panelists (left to right) Virginia Espino, Dr. Consuelo
Rodriguez and Shirley Trevino answer a variety of questions
from the audience after the “No Mas Bebes” movie screening at
the Student Union Theater.
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Compean and her late husband heard SJSU had a “good
Mexican American Studies Department and wanted to
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contribute,” Olivas wrote.
The California State University Board of Trustees will meet
March 8 and 9 to discuss approving the potential renaming
of the Student Union to the Ramiro Compean and Lupe Diaz
Compean Student Union, according to Olivas.

“We should be ashamed of ourselves that we
think of doing that to anybody,” said Dr. Consuelo
Rodriguez, one of the panelists.
Another panelist, Shirley Trevino, general
manager of the Labor Compliance Managers,
shared her take on the fi lm.
“I think the bottom line message of the fi lm
was speak out,” Trevino said. “Part of what
the producer did was, in her way, spoke out by
producing the film so that others could see what
happened.”
The panelists discussed how terrible the
situation was and how there needs to be more
people who are active to make changes, rather
than just observe the issue.
The panel opened up for questions from the
audience, with topics ranging from activism
to racism and received comments from the
audience. Each panelist gave their opinions and
personal stories.
They were disappointed in the lack of movements
as of late in regards to social inequalities and said
that some of the problems claimed in the video
are still a problem today.
Follow Tyler on Twitter
@TylerKittle426

The date for the soft opening of the Student Union is
pending.
Follow Kato on Twitter
@GuzmanKato
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Students get crafty in MLK
By Ryan Vermont
Staff writer
There are some people whose artistic
ability comes naturally, others who struggle
considerably, but all students of any skill
level were welcome at “Crafty Days” on
Wednesday, March 2 on the fourth floor of
the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library.
The event took place between 4-6 p.m. as
part of a series of “Fun at the Library” events,
where students got the chance to develop their
artistic ability and take a short break from
their studies.
User research coordinator Teresa Slobuski
said the idea for the series of events came
from a library faculty retreat in Summer 2014
where they discussed ideas about reaching out
to connect with students.
“Being a librarian, we tend to see students
at their most stressed ... there’s a lot of
psychological evidence to show that doing
something with your hands, doing something
nonverbal actually improves memory and
computation scores” said Slobuski, who also

organizes gaming events in the library.
In past events, the group made recycled bike
jewelry, LED bookmarks, friendship bracelets
or simpler art styles like coloring and origami
which was the case Wednesday evening.
The event was all-around slow. At its peak,
there were around 10 people, but those who
came embraced the event.
Gathered around a conference table, group
members attempted to create a variety of
origami figures with instructions. With
almost every color paper in the books, no one
was complaining.
Some of the simpler options to make were
a star, bunny or a boat, but some of the more
experienced individuals did not need any
instructions and assembled other figurines.
Inside the library were copious amounts
of students, but many did not even know
the event was happening until going to the
fourth floor for various reasons. This was the
case of junior mechanical engineering major

Kurtis Wendling.
Wendling
said
even if he had heard
about it, he probably
wouldn’t have gone
because he had
to spend his time
studying.
Ryan Vermont | Spartan Daily
As for junior
Students gathered for Craft Day on March 2 during the
business major Mike evening inside of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library
Doan, he didn’t
consider himself to
After having nine craft days last semester,
be necessarily artistic, but was interested in the event is being limited to once a month on
the learning how to create origami.
the first Wednesday of each month.
Slobuski said the event was arranged with
Other events included in the “Fun at the
a small budget provided by the dean of the Library” series are “Whatever Wednesdays”
library and relatively simple to put together
as well as “De-stress and Destroy” which
“Deciding what we want to do, having the takes place on dead day.
supplies, knowing how to do it … we also try
The next Craft Day is scheduled for April 6
to make sure we have snacks and drinks, … on the fourth floor of the library.
all free for students if you need that boost of
Follow Ryan on Twitter @Your_Pal_Ryan
sugar,” Slobuski said.

ʻKompoundʼ synchronizes beats with animations
By James Kim
Staff writer
“Kompound,” named after the artist
whose name means “King’s Compound,”
was shown in the Art Building on Tuesday
as part of Amanze Ugoh’s Bachelor of Fine
Arts show requirement. The last showing
of Kompound will be today from 6-8 p.m.
Ugoh, senior digital media major, played
music and displayed his visuals in the Art
Building’s Black Gallery.
Ugoh displayed digital art from a
projector onto a screen as he controlled
the beats he made with a MPD26 pad
controller, which he used as drums.
“Every one of them are going to involve
music in some way or another, except
art history papers,” Ugoh said about his
schoolwork and senior projects.
Ugoh said he likes incorporating music
in his work.
The show was an opportunity for Ugoh

to focus more on reactive digital art, which
he began about two months ago.
Ugoh said he had to make the music
before he made the visuals.
“I had to really listen to the music to
just find out how each track sounded like
... some of the stuff I drew in Illustrator,”
Ugoh said.
The show occurred in two sets, as most
people arrived before or during the first set.
As the show continued, Ugoh explained
that he was continuing to improve his
beat synchronization with each set. People
came and went throughout the show,
though most left after the first set.
Bryan Ochoa, digital media arts major
and an attendee, said shows are held
regularly at the gallery.
“This is actually his BFA show so this
is part of his BFA requirement, a private

gallery show … every Tuesday, we have
gallery openings for all the art students.”
Ochoa said.
Ochoa said he met Ugoh from the
Computer Animated Drawing Club of
which both are current members.
After the show, Ugoh spoke about the
continuation of his music outside of his
studies and the “Bachelor of Fine Arts”
show required for graduation.
“Music just inspires me to live life. I
learned a lot from music,” Ugoh said. “I
mainly listened to hip hop, like a lot of
underground rappers ... they just made
music for the fun of it.”
He started making music when he was
15 years old. His first album, released
one year later, was “Soulchild.” Ugoh said
Kanye West was his inspiration back then.
He mentioned that one of the most
difficult parts of DJing is syncing beats

Explore geometry in a
colorful art exhibit

per minute, which he does through his
computer keyboard.
Ugoh’s beats are laid out for his next
music album, based on love and the
influence of women. Titled “Muse,” the
tracks in the album are given individual
care and based on passion.
He plans on creating a cohesive flow of
tracks and releasing the album over spring
break.
“It’s going to be groovy,” Ugoh said.
He also raps himself and likes
contributing to the raps of local musicians.
Ugoh plans to release a rap album
sometime in the summer, once he finds
places to record it. It will be a rendition of
the “Muse” EP.
Kompound will be shown from 6-8 p.m.
in the Black Gallery of the Art Building.
Follow James on Twitter @jdkim38

Spartans
Online

James Kim | Spartan Daily
“Exploration in Geometry and Color” exhibit on display on
the fourth ﬂoor of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library now
through March 29.

By James Kim
Staff writer

Students on the fourth floor of the Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Library may have
noticed the new artwork hanging from the
walls. The artwork collection is a gallery
titled “Exploration in Geometry and Color.”
The artist, Niklas Leonard Radford,
is a SJSU graduate student studying
pictorial art. His undergraduate work was
completed at Washington State University,
where he studied fine arts and painting.
“They were pretty hard to make,” he
described creating the shape, form and
color of the artwork.
He has made a switch to systematic art
and has been working more with styles
and techniques of architecture.
Radford said the work was a departure
from the “traditional square and
rectangular forms usually presented in
pictorial arts,” with sculptures and shaped
canvas artwork. The pieces are alienesque,
meaning “there are no methods of figuring
out where it was made” and “looking like it
was made by a machine.”
He explained the process of creating
patterns on paper, sawing wood and using
wood glue to create three-dimensional
artworks that look pristine. It included
measuring angles and cutting wood edges to
fit. “The shape is kind of the hardest part,”
Radford said. “It has to look good to (him).”
He beveled the edges as well. Radford said the

process was that of the auto-body technique
and the final works were seamless.
“Examining a yellow wood piece that is
an example of craftsmanship,” Radford
said, “ is finding beauty in form, finding
beauty in style and finding beauty in color,
like that bright yellow.”
He also described the process of utilizing
dice to decide the colors of various works.
Assigning colors to numbers on dice and
using symmetry for each piece, he achieved
a distribution of color. In various ways, the
colors of various paintings are the focus of
each individual piece, depending on the
availability of other artistic elements such
as shape and texture within the piece.
They are each painted with a spectrum
of chance and pattern. Solid colors define
each piece in respect to the entire display.
Brutalism has inspired his latest work,
which he said is an architectural style of topheavy, pure-concrete buildings. The featured
artwork of the show is a heavy texture of
rocks and grayscale patterns on canvas.
Radford said he takes pride in his
craftsmanship and how well-made his
artwork is.
An opening reception for his latest work will
be held on March 8 at 6 p.m. in the Fine Arts
Building across from the Student Union.
Follow James on Twitter @jdkim38
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New eatery features
farm-fresh meals
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11.22.63

Imran Najam | Spartan Daily
The “Black Sheep” is made with ingredients from local farms within
a 500 mile radius of San Jose to ensure that itʼs fresh and ﬂavorful.

By Imran Najam
Staff writer
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Juicy lamb topped with
chunky, roasted bell pepper
chutney and goat cheese
mousse nestled snuggly with
bibb lettuce on a toasted
onion bun. Pairings include crisp and
perfectly salted sweet potato fries, Greek
fries that are topped with feta, tzatziki and
a citrus vinaigrette and fresh leafy salads
Is your mouth watering yet?
The Black Sheep sandwich and sides
are just a couple of items off the rotating
menu of 9-week-old breakfast and lunch
eatery “Our House,” located on Park
Avenue across from the Tech Museum in
Downtown San Jose.
The restaurant’s boom stems from
the the pursuit of “local, seasonal and
sustainable”— the establishment’s tagline.
This mantra is worked into the decor via
block letters on the walls and showcased
on a map, citing farms that provide
ingredients for the menu. The rest of the
storefront features comfy seating and an
adornment of succulents on every table.
With 21 years of experience in the
hospitality industry, owner John Ladas’
vision is something that Downtown San
Jose lacked.
“Slow food, the movement of slow food
that is clean and local, is the niche that we
felt is missing,” Ladas said.
He also wanted to implement his history
with fine dining in a “less pretentious,
casual environment.”
There’s no theme for the restaurant.
“We’re not American or Mediterranean,”
Ladas said. “We’re modern and we’re eclectic.”
The seasoned chef pulls influences from
everything, from Indian to French to
Vietnamese. In fact, one of the current
menu items is a Confit Banh Mi inspired
by Vietnamese cooking.
The service is friendly, warm and fast.
Ladas’ fiancee and her father—whose
dream has been to open a restaurant—
are part of the staff, making it an inviting
family business.
Quality is the key for Ladas. The menu
highlights ingredients and f lavors that
change with the seasons; hence, the
second component of the motto, and
exhibits the connection between the

store and local farms.
The next menu change is set to happen in
roughly two weeks.
“We’re at the time of the year, so in the
next few weeks, we’re going to do a 75
percent menu flip and start featuring
ramps, morels, asparagus and artichokes,”
Ladas said. “So everything is going to
constantly evolve and always feature
what’s new and fresh and in season.”
The menu has been revised three times
since the eatery’s opening and the current
affair includes lively selections like “We
Got the Beets,” “All Hail Caesar,” “Brielicious” and “Curry Up”.
I ordered the Black Sheep sandwich,
a side of sweet potato fries and a soda,
totaling $16 after tax. While it may be
pricey for the students, the meal did not
skimp on flavor and originality.
The roasted pepper chutney that
smothered my burger reminded me of my
mom’s cooking with a distinct curry flavor.
Ladas said he firmly believes that
everything should be homemade, adding
to the freshness. The ketchup that came
with the fries contained over 20 different
spices, with stronger notes of cumin and
coriander seed.
I could not express anything less than
pure satisfaction during my food coma
that followed the fare.
Ladas’ vision also includes expansion. He’s
currently working on an alcohol license,
and that will illustrate his experience of
working in Carmel with the coastal region
wineries. He also plans on extending the
restaurant hours to include dinner by this
summer once his staff is more comfortable.
The current hours are 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Monday to Friday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on
Saturday and closed on Sunday.
I have yet to try their breakfast menu, but
I recommend lunch to anyone willing to
experience these fresh tastes.
With influences from around the world,
this may not be your home cuisine, but it is
definitely Our House cuisine.

Llama Eats is a food review column
Follow Imran on Twitter @LlamaEats
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Sciatica
Shoulder / Neck
Pain Headache /
Migraines Carpal
Tunnel Syndrome
Tennis Elbow Arthritis Insomnia
And Many Other
Conditions

ఱṵԐڛ䩟ڔ҇ٿೋ䩟Ϣᒎӛבիϧϡخছ䦚

OPINION 53
Thursday, January 28, 2016

Thursday, March 3, 2016

LETTERS TO MY SISTER

You donʼt have to be a racist to do racist things
BY Vasuki Rao
Managing editor
Prior to moving, I had read about racism
in America, heard about it from my
American friends and watched it portrayed
through fi lms.
It wasn’t until I came here that I realized
the extent to which racism still exists in
the U.S., and it wasn’t until I sat through almost every
single trial day for the SJSU hate crime trial last month
I realized how easy it is to downplay racism through
manipulation.
I have this vague memory that makes me feel weird every time I think about it. Not the good kind of weird but
the kind that makes you want to forget it ever happened.
Before I share this uncomfortable memory, a little bit of
backstory is necessary.
I’m an international student from Malaysia and I
moved to the United States about two years ago to finish
my undergraduate at San Jose State.
Malaysia by definition is a ‘multiracial country’ and
the three main races are the Malays, the Chinese and
the Indians.
Although we’re all considered “Malaysians”,
the various quota systems cause inequality in
opportunity based on race, giving Malays
the advantage.
The idea of ‘Malay privilege’ in Malaysia
is parallel to white privilege. The difference
is, the ‘Malay privilege’ card only works in
Malaysia where else the white privilege card
can be used basically anywhere in the world.
Back to my memory.
I was probably about five years old when my sister and
I were travelling to our kindergarten for the first time in
the new city we had just moved to.
Once we were on the bus on the way to our first day, my
sister who was about three years old started tugging on
my sleeve, tearing up.
When I asked her what was wrong, she pointed to the
back seat where two kids, the same age as we were, kept
pulling her hair and pinching her neck.
We were the only brown (Indian) kids in the whole bus
that was fi lled with Malays.
I didn’t know they were bullying her because she was
a different race. The way Malaysia’s system is set up, you
had five year old children expressing racial power over a

minority even before they understood the idea of racism.
Throughout my childhood, I experienced all kinds of racial abuse from my peers because of the color of my skin.
Eventually it stopped happening on a daily basis because
we started growing up and these Malays whom I viewed
as bullies, started becoming close friends.
Last week, the verdict for the hate crime was announced
and when the jury could not come
to an agreement on the hate crime
charges for two of the three defendants, the case on that count was declared a mistrial.
As much as I would love to blame the
jury, the main reason they couldn’t
reach a verdict was because of the
way the defense attorneys had argued
their case.
They downplayed the racists acts
all three boys had done on the basis
that “they’re not racist people.”
Lots of people think that in order
to do racist things, you have to be a
racist. Of course, those people would
also never consider themselves to be racist people.
Conveniently, this dismisses the guilt that should
come after committing a racist act.
In cases like these, it’s important to understand what matters is impact and not intent.
Although I personally think that at least
two of the three defendants intentionally
targeted the victim, for arguments sake
let’s pretend their actions were indeed just
“pranks gone wrong.”
No matter what the intent was, the impact was
that the victim felt personally attacked.
We could argue for days that the confederate flag was
hung up in the living room as part of a joke or just another room decoration but the truth is, it was a personal
attack toward their black roommate. Regardless whether
it was intentional or non-intentional.
The defense attorneys also used photos of their white
defendants with other black friends in attempt to prove
that because they have black friends, there is no way they
could be racist toward a black person.
That’s a pathetic argument, but it worked in convincing
the jury.
Most of my peers who bullied me when I was young,
also considered me their friend. Yet they still called me

names, looked down upon the color of my skin and my
culture. When I was young I never made it a big deal
because I always thought that it was acceptable for them
to do it because after all, I was part of the ‘gang.’
But it’s not OK.
Prejudice is encouraged because when you try to have
an open conversation about race, people tend to downplay it as not “really” racist.
You don’t necessarily need to endorse
doctrines of racial superiority to embolden racial violence or do something
with racist implications.
Seven out of the 12 jury members
did not think locking a bicycle lock
around someone’s neck, hanging up
a confederate flag with Nazi symbols
and locking someone in the closet were
racist acts because casual racism isn’t
addressed in the first place.
Casual racism is a form of racism. It is
defined as conduct involving negative
stereotypes or prejudices about people
on the basis of race, color or ethnicity.
These could be as simple as jokes and off-handed comments to the exclusion of people from social situations
based on race.
If society was more aware of casual racism and made it
a point to not contribute to it or downplay it, there is no
way racist acts (such as the ones that were inflicted on the
hate crime victim) on such large level could be dismissed
as pranks.
Casual racism denigrates and humiliates the person on
the receiving end.
If I had known better then, I would have explained to my
sister that they poked and pinched her because of the color
of her skin and that they weren’t just “trying to be funny.”
I wish someone would have explained to me when I was
younger that someone doesn’t have to blatantly scream
out racist slurs to me before I defend myself because if
they did, I would have said something to the two kids behind my sister and I and that memory would have been
of me defending her instead of hushing her down saying
“It’ws OK.”
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Letters to My Sister will run every other Thursday.
Follow Vasuki on Twitter @VasukiRao94
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OPINION 6

Downloadable content bleeds as
much money from you as it can
By Yousif Kassab
Staff writer
I never understood why parents, grandparents or
teachers constantly repeated, “Why, back in my day…”
Sometimes, I thought, “We’re not in your ‘day’ anymore.
This is my ‘day’ now, so get over it.” However, I think I
understand now because “back in my day, video games
weren’t that expensive.”
You’d be happy because you were buying those
games, not sad because the games broke your wallet.”
So, exactly how much does the average video game
cost now? Well, this question will not be as
easy to answer as it was before.
In this brave new world, where every game
comes with a $50 DLC season pass, it is
hard to say how much you really pay with
a straight face.
For example, you pay $60 for the latest Call
of Duty game and think that’s it. But honestly, without that season pass, you are not completely done paying. If you play with others and
do not have the same content, then it will constantly be
rubbed in your face throughout your experience.
This is especially true in multiplayer games. Any fighting game worth its salt launches with news about a slew of
DLC characters that the development team has not even
started yet.
When the characters are released in promos, mindless
consumers - with more money than synapses - pay for
them as soon as possible. You can be sure to run into
these DLC characters, like the trophies of money spent
that they are, beckoning you to pay more on top of the
game’s initial price.
As many gamers know, shooters suffer from a similar
model. Once the “Super Infiltration Epic Mountain Dew
No-Scope Bro Map Pack” comes out, your game will be
incomplete without it.
Since develops withhold these extra levels from
gamers, not buying them means missing out on extra
maps because they hate to pay more than the game’s
advertised price.
“Street Fighter x Tekken” is one of the worst offenders.
Released in 2012, the game shipped with 12 DLC characters ready to use in a horrible twist on Day-One-DLC, according to CinemaBlend. Capcom, the game’s developer,
simply made character data unusable until the time of

their choosing when the company could sell consumers
the code to unlock characters.
These decisions make sense in the business world: get
customers to “double dip” by paying for content on top of
the base game.
In addition, it meant Capcom could extend “Street
Fighter X Tekken’s” shelf life by invigorating the fan
base’s interest with new characters.
As a consumer loyal to brands that have served me well
before, this just feels exploitative. It feels like someone
who I have worked with for years stabbed me in the back,
seemingly satisfying me yet squeezing as much money
from me as possible.
Nintendo can be seen as a slightly less horrible
offender. They have games like “Splatoon” for
the Wii U, which they have supported with
free DLC up into last month. The game
has the distinction of being significantly
expanded by its developer’s efforts postlaunch, and all for free.
There is also the latest “Super Smash
Brothers” game, becoming the first in the
series to support downloadable content.
According to Gamespot, the game sold over 4
million copies in the U.S. alone, which is not even its
largest market demographic.
The downloadable content comprised of character
skins, additional levels, and characters requested and
chosen by fans. The idea of asking fans who should be
included in the roster is a new and exciting occurrence
in fighting games.
The only problem is each of the seven characters comes
in from $5 to $7, according to Nintendo’s Super Smash
Brothers website. Anyone hoping to pick up those extra
stages can also tack on an extra $15.
Given the sales numbers, there is no reason for Nintendo to charge customers more than the game’s initial
asking price for all of the extra content.
Whether Nintendo, Treyarch, Infinity Ward or Capcom, these companies are using their customers’ familiarity with products to squeeze as much money from
them as possible.
So next time you shell out double the price for a game
to get all of the content, remember that games used to
ship complete for less money “back in my day.” To put it
plainly, you are being ripped off.
Follow Yousif on Twitter @youuuusif

We need to be serious voters
By Yale Wyatt
Staff writer
Thursday’s GOP debate was quite the spectacle to behold.
Midway through the debate, candidates Marco Rubio, Ted Cruz and Donald Trump derailed the conversation into cacophonous bickering as debate overseer
Wolf Blitzer stammered helplessly, attempting to
regain order. For nearly a minute, the three battled for
supremacy through the loudness of their voices rather
than the strength of their politics.
As quips and snarls were exchanged, the seated crowd went
absolutely wild with excitement. But like Blitzer, I could not
help staring slack-jawed, feeling both incredulous
and wryly amused, at three grown men arguing
like high schoolers on national television.
Truth be told, I could not help feel a little
uncomfortable how mindlessly entertaining the whole event was. It felt like I was
back home watching “The Real Housewives of Orange County” with my mom, a
comparison which is apt in numerous ways.
Trashy folk of the upper echelon? Check. Petty
squabbles? You know it. Obviously fake hair? Always.
The way the primaries have been shaping up this
season, outbursts like these are something we come to
expect and secretly wish for. We need to be honest with
ourselves; would we really pay such rapt attention otherwise? It’s a lot of work to be a politically informed citizen
and most of the time, it isn’t a glamorous or interesting
affair. It’s boring. And yet, it’s still our duty.
Although Trump is frightening for a multitude
of reasons, what makes him especially terrifying
is that he reveals an ugly side to our generation,
evident in the ridiculous amount of hateful rhetoric
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born from his campaign. It is hard enough to get
our attention for politics and even then to get us to
actually give a s--t.
You can’t deny that Trump is a master at making
himself the center of attention and keeping it that way.
It doesn’t matter if you agree with the other candidates on their politics; they hardly get a word in since
Trump is the showstopper.
This strategy is radically effective, considering
Trump’s rapt vocal support and landslide victory during Super Tuesday.
Trump knows how to play a crowd. He’s a celebrity and
television superstar; it’s his specialty to know what to say
and how to say it. Nevermind the real consequences
that might follow.
If the last debate was any indication,
Ted Cruz could not hold a candle next
to Trump. He couldn’t keep up with the
banter, making him look foolish. It merely proves that Cruz lacks the command
that Trump has. No wonder the only attention he gets from the public are tonguein-cheek accusations that he is the infamous
Zodiac Killer, a joke started by his dissenters.
We should take politics much more seriously. Behind
a screen, it may just seem like fun and games, but one
among the three has a real chance of becoming the
next president of the United States. What would happen if we had a replay of Thursday’s debate but with
Bashar Al-Assad? Or ISIS? When you put the antics
into perspective, the situation doesn’t seem so entertaining.

Update with
the times,
leave cable
behind
By Melissa Hartman
Staff writer
A Nielsen study discovered that in the fourth quarter of 2014, the average American watched four hours
and 51 minutes of live television every day. While the
study didn’t indicate how much of that television was
streamed through websites like Netflix and Hulu, it
stresses how important TV is to America.
Mark Ingram of Fortune 500 said it best in his
headline, “Time Warner Loves Hulu, but Also
Wants to Ruin It.” If you’ve gotten acclimated to
getting into bed and logging into Hulu to stream an
episode from last night, you may be out of luck soon.
Fortune announced Feb. 1 that Time Warner
wants to own a 25 percent stake in Hulu to make
up for a substantial loss in paid TV revenue. Time
Warner and Hulu sound like a dream pair, up until
you read and discover that Time Warner wants to
revamp the streaming system.
One of Hulu’s biggest selling points is it offers many
current season shows, like Fox’s “Empire.” Other
streaming services like Netflix and Amazon only
have the last season of the show, which is why many
go to Hulu for shows they can’t find on Netflix.
“Seinfeld” is a show that isn’t as relevant to our
generation, but the hype it got when it was put on
Hulu definitely made it a solid acquisition.
While we won’t have to worry about current seasons of “Seinfeld,” other more popular shows like
“Modern Family” may not be available right away.
What’s backward about this potential merger is
while it would be a good business deal for Hulu— it
would provide more money to help them compete
with Netflix—Hulu appeals to
college students who cannot
afford or do not want to
pay for cable television
If Time Warner denies
people the opportunity
to view current season
episodes, this would
cause a huge drop in Hulu
subscriptions and could potentially lead to more piracy.
According to the The Huffington Post, Hulu is
more convenient than Netflix in that it offers next
day streaming for a lot of shows. However, just as
many people watch the episodes through iTunes to
avoid paying for a Hulu subscription.
If Hulu already has to compete with iTunes on
the one thing they have over everyone else (next
day streaming), how will they compete with the
other video streaming services if that’s no longer
an option? Netflix already has more content, the
Huffington Post points out, so it will be that much
harder for Hulu to catch up.
I personally do not use Hulu as often as many
other people I know, but it is still something I go
to I consider a necessity. My obsessions with “The
Fosters” and “Nashville” would not be possible if it
weren’t for Hulu.
If Time Warner allows Hulu the convenience of
next day or next week streaming like they have
now, it could be a great opportunity for Hulu to
grow. If they make us wait until the next season
like Netflix, who has a bigger consumer base and a
slew of shows to choose from, it might just be the
end of Hulu as we know it.
Follow Melissa on Twitter @melhartsyaa
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Captain Nyre Harris Spartans unable to
Cool, calm and collected
By Nick Avila
Staff writer

Easygoing is the way
many would describe
senior guard Nyre
Harris, but she characterizes herself as an
outgoing and “simple
type of person.”
Harris, a psychology
major, came to SJSU in
2014 and has become
a leader in her year
and a half of being on
the Spartans women’s
basketball team.
Head Coach Jamie
Craighead said Harris always shows up and does
what’s asked of her when
they take the court.
“As a captain, she’s just
kind of the glue of our
team,” Craighead said.
“She does all the right
things.”
According to ESPN,
Harris was a four-star
recruit in 2012, and
chose to attend Arizona University. But
after a season and a
half, Harris said things
weren’t going as well as
she’d wanted.
Harris is a familyoriented person and
being closer to home is
something she relishes;
Quincy Bouldin | Spartan Daily
especially since she
Senior
Nyre
Harris
has
started
every game this
has two nephews and
season and leads SJSUʼs guards in rebounding.
a niece that she cares
deeply about.
better at whatever she’s doing.”
“It’s a big deal having my family come to
Time management is an important part
all my games because they haven’t gotten of being a student-athlete and Harris has
to see me since high school,” Harris said.
to find time to do school work, practice
Like many students, Harris said that basketball and maintain her relationships.
while she’s not in the gym, she enjoys Teammate Emily Vann, a senior public
catching up on sleep and watching Netflix. relations major, said Harris is still able to
Her boyfriend, Diondre Borel, who’s make time to be sure her teammates are
been dating Harris for a year, said that she doing well.
also enjoys getting pedicures and finding
“She’s someone that always checks in
different hairstyles on the internet to try.
with you and makes sure you’re doing
Borel, who’s been in the NFL and is work- okay,” Vann said. “I just love the fact that
ing to get back to that stage, said Harris is she can just like relate to all sorts of differvery supportive of him and that she mo- ent types of people. She’s someone that I
tivates him and is excited about what he’s really respect.”
doing. Both say they push each other to be
As the first in her family to go to college,
the best they can be.
Harris said she feels she has a responsibil“He’s a big part of trying to get me to the ity to her family to succeed.
next step,” Harris said. “I kind of just go
“Just being someone that my cousins,
with the flow, but he ... pushes me.”
nephews and nieces can look up to,” Harris
Borel said it’s not just athletic talent that said. “Since, I’m the only one who’s been to
makes Harris a special person, but the way college, especially D1, playing sports. That
she puts effort into everything she does.
would be a big accomplishment.”
“I’ve seen her grow as a person outside of
Harris said she isn’t sure what she wants
basketball,” Borel said. “I’ve seen that she to do in the next five years. She said she
wants to get better. She wants to be suc- could see herself playing basketball processful. So, for me, that’s exciting to see fessionally overseas, or possibly settling
my significant other, you know, want to be down and starting a family. Ultimately,
Harris wants to help children
who are less fortunate than she
was.
“I want to be a counselor
for like juvenile kids or
children who are in need,”
Harris said. “So say, like foster
care children or people who
basically didn’t have the life I
grew up having. Just helping
those types of people.”
As the team wraps up what
will be Harris’ last season, and
attempt to chase down the
Mountain West Conference
tournament title, one thing’s
certain to those around Harris:
she’ll be successful at whatever
she does in the future.
“She’s very cool, calm and
collected, but the thing is,
she’s very diligent,” Vann said.
“She always finds a way to get
Quincy Bouldin | Spartan Daily the job done.”
Spartan guard Nyre Harris battled against a
tough New Mexico team and her clutch shots
edged out a 59-58 win for SJSU on Feb. 13.

Follow Nick on Twitter
@NickVanExelent
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SJSU strands too many runners for comeback
By Nick Avila
Staff writer

Aaron Pleschner’s sacrifice bunt moved the runners up into
scoring position. A sacrifice fly from Hunter Tidwell in his
second at bat drove Beck in for a run and gave SJSU a 1-0 lead.
Though the Spartans enjoyed their lead, Michigan answered with a run of their own after an error following Harrison Wenson’s single which allowed the Matt Ramsay to
score from first.
The Wolverines followed their fourth inning with a big
fifth inning, scoring four runs through Spartans relief pitcher Zach Tanner. However, the Spartans did not surrender as
they battled back in their half of the fifth inning.
With the bases loaded, Brett Bautista drew a walk to inch
the Spartans closer. With the score 5-2 and bases still loaded,
first baseman Shane Timmons stepped to the plate, connected and drove a pitch to the outfield for a triple. The hit would
clear the bases and tie the game at 5-5.
“I was just looking for a fastball up,”
Timmons said. “Bases loaded, just
hoping to get maybe one run out of it,
then it found a gap.”
Once again, the Spartans would
give up the lead during the next inning, letting Michigan take the lead
and making the score 6-5.
Coach Dave Nakama stressed two
errors that plagued the Spartans

In the first-ever meeting between the two teams, the
Spartans lost 6-5 to the University of Michigan as the
Wolverines responded to every big play San Jose State
University had. The Wolverines entered the game ranked
no. 20 in the country.
After going down one-two-three the first two innings, the
Spartans capitalized on the Wolverines’ mistakes in the third
inning. Second baseman Justin Beck, who got his first start
of the year, laid down a bunt and Michigan’s starting pitcher
Michael Hendrickson launched a wild throw to first, which
allowed Beck to make it to the base safely.
Catcher Cal Koga followed with a walk and then shortstop
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and said not putting up zeros on defense after scoring
runs hurt them.
“After we put up that four spot, we gave up one run, you
know? If we had put up a shutdown inning, then that
would’ve helped a lot,” Nakama said. “We battled. I give our
guys credit. We had a shot to win the game at the end and we
just came up a hit short.”
In the ninth inning, Beck got a rally started as he began the
bottom half with a single that tipped off the glove of Benedetti, who had moved from first base to pitcher.
Pleschner drew a four-pitch walk and the runners moved
up to second and third after Benedetti threw a wild pitch to
the backstop.
Just a day after beating University of Pacific in walk-off
fashion, the Spartans were unable to come up with the big hit
they needed as they fell to 4-6 on the year.
“I think we played well. We just got to stay confident. That’s
a good team over there and we battled them,” Beck said.
“Coming in, it was known they had good pitching [...] and we
put up a four spot in one inning and put up five runs, giving
us a big confidence boost. I think we have to take it as that.”
The Spartans begin a three-game weekend series at UNLV
on Friday in what will be their first set of conference games
this year.
Follow Nick on Twitter
@NickVanExelent

ATHLETE OF
THE WEEK

6 11 1

[ 7-2, 0-0 ]

SJSU 0 0 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 5 5 2
[ 4-6, 0-0 ]

W: Vancena (1-0) - L: Wallace (0-1) - S: Lozer (1)
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Maddie Herr has been a major asset to the SJSU gymnastics team this year. After two years
at Ohio State University, she has adapted quickly to the SJSU gymnastics program in the
past two years. At 5 feet 3 inches, all-around gymnast Herr has put on a spectacular performance during the 2015-16 season. Herr has not scored below a 9.800 (out of 10) at any meet
in any event. She’s achieved her career highs in every apparatus at San Jose State. One of the
highlights of her season was tying the eighth-best all-around score in school history on the
road against Sacramento State, leading the team with 39.325. She will be honored Sunday for
senior night at the Event Center in the team’s meet against UC Davis and Brown University.
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